


Open access to
more countryside
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The major new right of access was completed
across England on October 31 2005. This is a
historic date for all users of the countryside as
this new right gives people the opportunity to
walk freely across mapped ‘access land’, without
sticking to paths. -

In England, the public now have ‘open access’
to around 940,000 hectares (3,629 square miles).
This represents 7.1% of the country.

The new right covers most recreational activities
carried out on foot, including walking, sightseeing,
bird-watching, climbing and running, but there are
some common sense restrictions in place which limit
where people can walk or take a dog.

See ‘Just for dog owners’

The new right of open access does not include camping,

cycling, horse riding or driving a vehicle (except mobility
scooters and buggies), but where these activities already

take place they are unaffected. Access land open under
the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW) is for walkers

but does not prevent people carrying out other activities ’

with the landowner’s consent or where permitted by law.

Countryside Agency / Guzelian Ltd

Knowing where to go

Land to which the new right of access applies is land that has been
mapped under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW)
as mountain, moor, heath, down and registered common land.

Landowners may dedicate other areas of land for permanent open
access; for example, the Forestry Commission plan to dedicate
over 180,000 hectares (700 square miles). However, even within
these mapped or dedicated areas, certain places are excluded.
Some areas are out of bounds such as gardens, parks and arable
land. See ‘Excepted land’

Some restrictions on going onto access land may be in place at
times. See ‘Closures and Restrictions’

Access land is shown on the website
www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk and on new OS Explorer Maps.
See ‘Maps and Information’

Closures and restrictions

Farmers and landowners have the discretion to suspend or
restrict the new access rights for up to 28 days each year, for
any reason. They may also apply for additional restrictions or
closures, where necessary for land management, safety or
fire prevention reasons. Whenever possible, restrictions and
closures will be shown on www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk
and will be reinforced by local signs.

Visitors are advised to check on the website
that an access area is open before setting
out for a walk.
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Maps and information

For the most up-to-date information and maps showing where
you can go on access land, including details of any local
restrictions and closures, visit the ‘Places to Go’ section on
the website www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk

This website also contains information about access to all
countryside and has useful advice and links for various types
of recreational user.

The new 0S Explorer Maps which carry the access symbol are now
available in bookshops and outdoor stores. All types of access
land are shown on these maps with a light yellow tint surrounded
by a light orange border (see example above).

You can also order 0S Explorer Maps by phoning
0845 200 2712 (+ 44 1233 211108 outside the UK).
Calls are charged at local rate in the UK.

0S Explorer Maps will also show the location of any local
‘Access Information Points’, and walkers are advised to look
out for local signs indicating any closures or restrictions.

In addition, the new access symbol
may be displayed to help guide you

at some entry and exit points.



